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almost certainly be ordered by the government itself to 
do so. " This is war," and in order not to have " com- 
merce destroyers " the whole bloody and inhuman busi- 
ness must be abandoned and no more war-ships bnilt 
under any name. " Commerce destroyers," battle-ships, 
swift cruisers, torpedo boats and the whole tribe of fire- 
blowing marine monsters create more "dangerous points" 
than they remove. Every time we add a new vessel to 
our "new navy" we add two or three new 'dangerous 
points." 

The suggestion of Mr. Atkinson, that the English- 
speaking people enter into a commercial treaty exempt- 
ing private property from seizure upon the sea, " that the 
destruction of private property at sea by the war-vessels 
of any nation should be held as piracy," if it could be 
carried out, would almost certainly serve as a powerful 
means of preventing war, but in the storm and stress of 
actual war, once declared, such a compact would go to 
pieces with the first cannon-blast. 

Mr. Atkinson's comparison between the strained armed 
relations of the European nations, eying each other 
hatefully over the "barriers to mutual service at the 
borders of separation," and our own peaceful unarmed 
relations to Canada is an intensely interesting exposition 
of one of the most instructive bits of international rela- 
tionship. "There is no antagonism between us, and 
throughout the long civil war not a ship was needed to 
watch the harbors of Canada lest an attack should be 
made from them upon us, and not a regiment was called 
for to guard our long northern frontier. On that frontier 
there also exists a canal, far greater in its service than 
the canal at Kiel can ever be. The tonnage which passes 
yearly through the St. Mary's Canal, which unites our 
great lakes, exceeds that of the Suez Canal. Yet not a 
fort is required to guard that canal, and not a ship of 
war is permitted upon either of the great lakes. The 
true Monroe doctrine, so different from that which the 
Jingo element among our politicians so grossly misrepre- 
sents, has been applied to these lakes since 1818. * * 
Yet it is even now considered reputable for the United 
States to construct 'commerce destroyers' to exercise 
their piratical functions under the flag of the Union upon 
the open seas ! " 

Mr. Atkinson then points out the effect which a war 
with Great Britain would have on our commerce and 
appeals to the " moral and economic force of the 
community," " the great body of thinking people," to 
"stamp out of political existence" the " noisy, unprinci- 
pled and aggressive " jingoism which takes " advantage 
of every petty prejudice to excite animosity and to betray 
the peace of the country." 



COAST DEFENCES AGAIN. 
Major-General Miles has just made public his annual 
report as commander of the United States army. He 



signalizes his promotion to his present position by recom- 
mending that the regular army be increased and that im- 
mediate attention should be given to the improvement of 
our coast defences. The army, he thinks, should be in- 
creased with the growth of the country, its minimum size 
being one soldier to every 2000 of the population, and its 
maximum one to every 1000. This would give us at the 
present time a maximum army of 70,000. But it is our 
coast defences about which he is most concerned. In 
their present condition, any strong naval power, he sup- 
poses, could blockade our whole Pacific coast in 90 days. 
With all our inventive genius and enterprise, we are as 
far behind in the modern appliances of war as China or 
Japan ! ! The entire gulf coast and all the great cities of 
the Atlantic seaboard northward to Philadelphia and 
from New York on northward are without modern guns. 
The recent manoeuvres on the British coast show that 
even the powerful British navy would be unable to defend 
that coast against a foreign fleet. He argues, therefore, 
that for protection we ought to have a vast chain of coast 
batteries fitted up with all the high-power guns. This 
"costly undertaking," he suggests, might be met in part 
by the sale of abandoned military reservations. 

We doubt if General Miles has allowed his mental vis- 
ion to compass the enormousness of the outlay which 
would be required adequately to fortify our immense 
coast-line against the supposed attacks of a hostile fleet. 
All the money that could be obtained from the abandoned 
military reservations would be consumed before the foun- 
dations of such works were half completed ; and we seri- 
ously question whether the expenditure of the whole in- 
come of the government for years to come in this one 
way only would allay the fears of our professional mili- 
tary men, if, that is, we should actually undertake the 
impossible task of rendering impregnable all the impor- 
tant points on our seaboard from Maine down the Atlan- 
tic, around the Gulf and up the Pacific coast to the Island 
of Vancouver. If we are to go into this business in ac- 
cordance with the real meaning of the recommendations 
of General Miles and General Flagler, the citizens of the 
country ought to be clearly apprised of the exhausting 
burdens which it will ultimately lay upon them and of the 
utter uselessness of the whole project. It is stupendous 
folly to suppose that such an undertaking could ever be 
brought to successful completion. The most that can be 
done, or will ever be done by the government, in response 
to the demands of the military professionalists, will be 
the fortification of a few important points. When this 
is done at great cost, as it doubtless will be done, unless 
the people move quickly against it, we shall find our 
coast as a whole just as defenceless against foreign war 
fleets ten or twenty years from now as it is to-day, or as 
the coast of Great Britain is defenceless before a hostile 
fleet in spite of her powerful navy built up at a cost of 
from two to four hundred millions of dollars. But the 
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military professionalists must have something to show for 
their positions, and the government and people will stand 
unconcernedly by and let them have it. 

But there is a more serious objection to the proposal 
of these costly coast-defences than the financial one. 
The recommendation that they be built proceeds upon 
the assumption that the nations of the world are so dis- 
affected toward us that they are preparing and awaiting 
the opportunity to attack us, and that the relation of the 
nations to each other in the future is to be one of hatred 
and war as has been the case in the past. This assump- 
tion is utterly false in both particulars. We are just as 
safe now from attack as we would be, — nay rather, 
more so, — if we had a thousand coast-batteries of high- 
power guns planted, one by one, on every cape and prom- 
ontory, and at every harbor's mouth, of both our long 
seaboards ; simply because there is nobody to attack us. 
The walls of old fortified cities are crumbling away be- 
fore the growing civilization of the world, wars are be- 
coming less and less frequent, the burdened nations of 
Europe are groaning for relief from their heavy load of 
taxes and from the terrors of militarism, which they will 
soon throw off in some way, the people have grown tired 
of war and are beginning to rise up everywhere and con- 
demn it, Christianity and commerce are making the world 
one brotherhood ; can it be that, in the face of all this, 
the United States, which has marched in the front in all 
this anti-war progress, is deliberately to fall back to the 
rear, in a base and cowardly way ? Boasting herself to 
have cast off the effete civilization of the Old World, is 
she to degrade herself by hastening to put on the worst 
portion of this effeteness ? First, they say, we must have 
ships of war, and forthwith the people allow them to be 
built. Now we must spend an incredible sum on coast 
defences and double our army and set up militarism in 
our schools and churches, and every man is considered 
unpatriotic who dares to utter a word of warning before 
the incoming tide has overwhelmed us ! 



SENATOR CHANDLER'S PREDICTION. 

The Philadelphia Press, as quoted on another page, 
takes Senator Chandler to task for his reckless utterances 
about " Our Coming War with England." In a recent 
number of the Senator's own paper, The Evening Mon- 
itor, of Concord, N. H., in a leader written by himself, 
Mr. Chandler makes the following prediction, which is as 
wicked and unworthy as it is unlikely to be realized : 

"War between the United States and England is in- 
evitable. It will arise on account of British disregard 
for our direct interests. It will also be forced by British 
encroachments upon other nations all over the world. It 
will be fought by us, having Russia as our European ally. 
One sure result will be the capture and permanent ac- 
quisition of Canada by the United States. 

"The above prediction, Senator Chandler has fre- 
quently made since England began her fraudulent usur- 



pations in Venezuela. She also proposes to seize from 
the United States a portion of Alaskn. She is destroy- 
ing independent governments in all parts of the globe. 
She treats American sentiment and remonstrance with in- 
solence and defiance." 

" For the vindication of the Monroe doctrine in the 
Western hemisphere and the protection of these independ- 
ent governments in the Eastern hemisphere and the 
islands of the oceans, it is necessary that the United 
States should prepare for and go to war with England. 
It is serious business, but it had better come now and be 
over than fifty years from now." 

" Russia will be our ally. Russia and the United 
States, the two non-colonizing great nations, are the 
hope of the small independent governments of both hem- 
ispheres. Together they can defy the world. They must 
and will restrain the brutality and bloody avarice of Great 
Britain." 

"A million of men and muskets will overrun Canada, 
and England's commercial ships will be swept from the 
ocean. She cannot reach us to injure us except by send- 
ing ironclads across the Atlantic to capture our harbors. 
Little comparative damage will be done ; while the waters 
and the land will soon see the ruin of the ships and the 
slaughter of the armies of the invader." 

Such wild, utterly insane talk may, after all, do good 
in awakening sensible people to the growing peril to the 
country of the irrational and bloodthirsty jingoism which 
is strutting about the land in the garb of " patriotism." 
We have no disposition to ignore the greed and " bloody 
avarice" of Great Britain, in her colonial movements. 
It could scarcely be made worse than it has been. We 
have often wished that our colleagues in that country 
would be more faithful than they have been in smiting, 
hip and thigh, with their moral indignation the high- 
handed colonial tyranny of their government which every 
British cabinet seems to consider perfectly righteous sim- 
ply because it is centuries old. But think of the United 
States entering deliberately into the same unrighteous 
spirit and practice ! What else, pray, great senator, 
would the overrunning and capture and permanent occu- 
pancy of Canada be ! Think, again, of our entering into 
a " holy alliance" with monarchical, despotic, land-greedy 
Russia for securing the righteousness of the world ! — with 
Russia whose pitiless arm would long ago have grabbed 
all of South-eastern Europe and all of Northern and 
Central Asia, and nearly everything else, if her territorial 
avarice had had the long-headed shrewdness of British 
diplomacy to guide it! The pity of it is that Senator 
Chandler is not alone in his violent vagaries, not even 
in the distinguished body of which he is a member ! 



The Michigan Woman's Press Association, which last 
year prepared a peace program for the celebration of the 
17th of December, Whittier's birthday, as Peace Day for 
the schools of that State, has gotten up an excellent pro- 
gram for the same occasion this year. It is printed in full 
in the October number of the Interchange, published at 
Charlotte, Mich., and edited by Mrs. Belle M. Perry. 

Remember to ask your minister to speak on peace on 
Peace Sunday, the 15th inst. 



